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Dear Senator Pell:

This is in reply to your letter of February 26, 1993, in which you inquired on
behalf of several of your constituents regarding the Notice of Proposed Rule
Making (Notice) in PR Docket No. 92-235, 57 FR 54034 (1992). This Notice
proposes comprehensive changes to the Commission's Rules governing the private

'land mobile radio services operating in the frequency bands below 512 MHz.

Your constituents are specifically concerned about the impact of these changes
on radio control (R/C) hobby users. Enclosed is a discussion paper concerning
our proposals for the 72-76 MHz band. In short, we expect there would be no
adverse impact on R/C operations because of any proposal contained in the
Notice.

We are, of course, sensitive to the concerns of both users of private land
mobile radio spectrum and R/C hobbyists. We will, therefore, take your
constituents' concerns into account when we develop final rules in this
proceeding. As indicated in the Notice, we remain convinced that without
significant regulatory change in radio operations in the bands below 512 MHz,
the quality of communications in the private land mobile radio services will
continue to deteriorate to the point of endangering public safety and the
national economy.

We want to thank you for your interest in this proceeding.
letters will be included in the record of the proceeding.
rules to be issued in 1994.

Your constituents'
We expect final

Sincerely,

~::~~
Chief, Land Mobile & Microwave Division
Private Radio Bureau
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CLAIBORNE PELL

RHODE ISLAND

Bnitfd ~tQtfS ~mQtf
WASH1NGTON. DC 20510-3901 .

. .;

.' .
February 26, 1993

The Honorable James H. Quello
Interim Chairman
Federal Cortununications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Mr. Quello:

I have recently received a number of letters from fellow
Rhode Islanders expressing their objections to Docket No. 92-235,
Revision of Regulations on the Private Land Mobile Radio Services.

I have enclosed copies of these letters and I would urge that
you carefully consider their concerns as you continue your review
of this Proposed Rule.

'Thank you in advance for your careful attention.

Warm regards.

~Si

c.dr:~,:
Enclosure
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. 131 Boyden.~treet

Woons'o cke t:; :Rhode·.1 sland
February 13, 1993

The Honorable Claiborne d.e.B. Pell
335 Russell Senate. Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510 .

Reference: Notice of Proposed
Rule Making - Federal Communications
Commission - NP~l Docket 92-235 ­
February 26, 1993

Dear Senator Pell:

I am a private pilot and president of the Blackstone Valley
Aeromodelers Associ~tion, an organization whose members construct
and operate radio controlled model aircraft. We ar~ very concerned
about proposed rules that are currently under consideration by the
Federal Com;nunications Commission. The proceeding is PR Docket
92-235. If adopted, the new rules will greatly reduce the usability
of frequencies currently assigned for model use and increase the
risk of accidents and attendant liability for controlling model
aircraft.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72 - 76 hHz band. This
band is primarily used for private land mobi,le dispatch operations.
However, our radio control frequencies in this band are far enough
apart from the land mobile frequencies that we ha~e been able to
share the band without either use interfering with the other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by
splitting them into narrower bandwidths and rearranging the band
plan. As a result, many land ;nobile frequencies will move closer
to the racio control frequencies and cause interference to ratiio
controlonerations. Je have been informed that of the 50 frequencies
that are pr9sently .avail~ble for radio control of model aircraft, only
19 frequencies will be left if these new rules are adopted.
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When we fly our model E;lircraft under'radio control, we go to
grea t l?ngths" to assure, the ?afe.ty of the opera tors artd bystand~rs'

and ~he'.I>.rotee tiol1' of ,prope,rty. l'1any 0 four., safe ty .pr,ecau tions
" .inv6:LV'e. the c.are;fui ,coordin,ation 'and' use,pf ·t.h'e· ,r'adi,o 'c'6n"trol ."": , .. ;.","

. '" 'frequencies ~ 'Ii ':'the number o·f..,u'sabl'e frequencies" i S' di"tniifi.she'et as"::
proposed by the FCC, the remaining frequencies will become congested
and the margin of safety will be greatly decreased.

Please understand that many model aircraft have wing spans up
to 10 fee.t and weigh as much as ·30 or 40' pounds. The models
themselves are exp~n:sive'to build; but more to the point, they
are capable of causing property damage, serious injury, or even
death if radio interference causes the operator to lose control
of the aircraft. We often fly our models at organized events and
contests where hundreds of operators participate. We need the use
of our full comulement of radio frequencies in order to assure a
safe flying environment.

We do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the
operating conditions of land mobile radio users at our expense.
The FCC may not think we are as important as business users of
radios, but we are a diverse group, many professional, and have
a considerable investment in training and equipment. This fine
sport prOVides many hours of enjoyment to thousands of people
like ourselves and contributes materially to the advancement
and development of the commercial/military aviation industry.

Please help us continue the safe enjoyment of this fine sport
by not allowing the FCC to carry out its proposals for the
72 - 76 MHz band. Thank you very much for your attention in this
important matter.

~and_,-b_e...o::s-E:-~~'
Steve G. Bolueh



. '.

" . .' ".:" "

321 Taber Avenue
P~ovidence, Rt'02906
~ebruary 7, 1993

'The' H.onorable. Seh'a:torelaibo~ne"'p~il.:., ..
. Un'i"ted .states Sertat'e .:. ..... .' '"
Washington, DC '20510

Dear Senator Pell;

.', .....

I am an airplane model hobbyist,' active in flying radio-controlled
airplanes at our local model airstrip, adjacent to Route 95, here in
Rhode Island. I have recently upgraded all of my model aIrplane
radios at considerable personal expense, in order to be consistent
with the new FCC bandplan, which went into effect in 1991.

We now learn that the FCC wants to reassign our hobbyist radio
frequencies to the land mobile radio services, and constrain our
channel use to an extremely narrow spectrum, further crowding the
operating channels, and greatly increasing the chances of radio
interference.

What this means is a diminution in the activity of our flyers, and a
greater chance that interference will cause a crash of one of the
planes. We have alreaax witnessed at our own field the results of
mobile radios causing fhe crash destruction of several planes,
narrowly escaping disaster of striking another hobbyist or observer.
We can ill afford to relinquish this frequency spectrum and take on
additional risks and restrictions.·

Last year, two megahertz of radio spectrum was removed from the
amateur radio frequencies at 220-222 mHz. I have been an FCC licensed
amateur since 1959, and had made extensive use of those frequency
privileges in the past. Now our amateur communications capabilities
have been further confined, and again, I went through great personal
expense to modify my gear to the narrower spectrum. I am greatly
disturbed by the continued incursions of the land mobile service into
the frequency spectra that I have so often used.

Please help us to continue to enjoy a safe hobby by not allowing the
FCC to carry out its proposals for a new band plan between 72-76 mHz.

Sincerely,
/J

'/GefJ~~Cc-~
Richard Rosen MD
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. I d/TI V'f~I"Y C::CJncet"nt~d about (}!"'ooo'=>l:?d n ..\ 1es that. at"e curr:'en'l:: l'f under'
consideration by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC). The proceeding
i~3,PR Do'cket 92-::::::::5. If co\C,iooted, t.he n€,=,w rules will gr~,=,atly t~educe t.he'usable
number of Preauencies currently approved far model use, a~d increase th~ risk
of accidents and attendant liability for contro~ling model aircraft .

.our radi'o' .c::ont.r'o1 -Frequencies are in, the 72-7t:.MHz bcmd. This band is
orimarily used for private land mobile dispatch o~erations. However. our radio
control frecuencies in this band are far enough apart from the land mobile
~reauencies that we have be~n able to share the band without either use
:intE,',...·f'er·inq v~:i til thi';:' ot,I'''ler'.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile ~requencies by solitting them
into narrower bandwidths and rearranging the band plan. As a result. many land
mobile Frequencies will move closer to the radio control frequencies and cause
interference to radio control operations. I am told that of the 50 Frequencies
that are presently a~ailable for radio control of model aircraft. only
frequencies 19 will be leFt if these new rules are adopted.

When we Fly our model airplanes under radio cont.rol, we go to great
lengths to assure the safety of the operators and bystanders and the
orotection of prcoerty. Many of our safety precautions involve the careful
coordination and use of' radio control frequencies. If the number o~ usable
frequencies is diminished as prooosedby the FCC, the remaining freouencies
will become congested and the margin of safety will be greatly decreased.

Please understand that many model airplanes have wingspans uo to 10 feet
and weigh as much as 30 or 40 oounds. The models themselves are exoensive to
build; but more to the point, they are capable of causing prooerty damage,
serious injury, or even death i~ radio interference causes the operator to
lose (:i~l·,tr~ol CJf the ~:~\a'FtM We of-terl Fly our~ ITlode].s at or~ganized events and
"::ontest,s where ~~~~l~drecjs of oIJera·tc)r~s participate. We need the ~~se o~ (]ur ~u].].

'::c)mqlerfJent o~ radi.D ~r~2Ct.;efl~ies ir, order 'lo aSSl{F\e a safe ~ly:i'lg erl'7~ir'Qnmen·tn

t~(:i(jel aj.r(:ra~t, are I"'lot tCJys - they are con1[)lete flying n)acj-lir~es with aJ.1
~;"~e r:Oil"tr(:)ls and per~or"lnarlc0 ~eatl.(r·'es tha·t ~ljll ~5(:ale air(:ra~t have. This
-~c)!:)by t}liild~~ upon a wc.r~~~ing ~:ncJwlec!ge of aer()cjyrlamics~ and many of the peoole
l_f'lvc):l.ved (n~ysel~ 3rnc:)ng t~leITI) ~'lave qCine (~n to ITla.jor' ir\ engirteerirl9 ~Jr~ the
~ciences and become 2 cart o~ America/s technical communitv. It C2nno~

·)i::)ssi.bJ.Y be j,r" t.hj.~~~ (:o~.jntr·~v~·~3 jr,ter'est to jeopardi.ze this hCJb1:)y at a ti.me wher
..~: IT, t,:' ~.-. :i. c: -:? .•' '=7.. D Cl ~;::. :i t i (J n i nth E':' ~:.:. c i i·~·:~ n c: !:0 :::. i ~~ CJ l") t h (..= li.J .:....\ "", f.7.' ..

;::. 1 (::' :3 ,;:'~ (-:':.' h ~:~ J :::.1 f(ll::·? ! .:: C) n t.: i :"~ 1...1_ f~ t:. i"': f·:' ':; ~3. ·f· ,,:.~ ~.:.:.~ n .j C} 'l :Ti E7'! f! -t· c;';:: IT; \/ U a:::> t. i. IT: l:-~ b \! n ", .... :·i ~ .!. CJ V·J n :,2
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Th~' lI'onorable: Ci"a'~b0rrie' P·~il
1 Exchange Terrace
418 Federal Building u.s. c. ".
Providence, R.I. 02903-176~

pe~r Senator ¥~ll:

". #.

I am retired and deri~e many hours of enjoyment from constructing
a 11 d () perat i n g r a d i 0 con t roIl e d mo d <2 L ~l i. i- 1-' 1 a'n e s • I' OJ:n a 1 S 0 \ 8 r y
active in a local club whose member~ enjoy constructing and
operating radio controlled model airplanes.

I am very concerned about proposed rules that are currently
under consideratioll by the Federal Cvwwunications Commission
(FCC). The proceeding is PR Docket 9~-235. If adopted; the new
rules will greatly reduce the usability of frequencies currently
assigned for model use and increase the risk of accidents and
attendant liability for controlling model airplanes.

Ouc ~adio control frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz band. Tllis
band is primarily used for private land mobile dispatch
ope rat i 011 S • How ~~ 'Ii e r, 0 u r r a d i 0 con t r 0 I f r e q!l e 11 c. i e S 1 nth i s b a It d
are far enough apart from the land mbbile frequencies that we
have been able Lv ~hare the band ''iithout either use interf,,'cillg
\'iith the othel-.

:'~Oh the FCC i.3ilL, Lo create iilOl'C l;;nd ,;J(JLjJ(~ freque:nci\.;;,; b}
:~ p 1 .i. t t i 1'1 g the In i n ~.J n;i C l' '~~ "'4 (; r L~ :l d h~ i j t 11 J .3. n d rea l.~ 'r a rl[; 1 n g t 11 e ban ~ 1
plan. As a result, many land mobile frequencies will move clutier
tot her a d i 0 C \..,: ~ L :.. ~. '-~: f r~: que 11 C i. :2 S d 1), J (,j usc i 11 t e r f 2 r c nee tor a d i 0

con t i- 0 lop e r d L i 0 il S . I a iii t old ttl d t 0 f l. h e 5 a f r e que n c j "" ,.; ~. 1; d L

.:ire presen'tl::' 3vdi~aL·:t- [c.~ ~:.--iJic CGntt-01 of lnodcl ail'pla11es l

~nly 19 frequencies will be left if these I1Ch rules ar0 adopted

\': 11 e Ii we f ly 0 :.H' mod e l. a i l' 1:-' ~ ant's un del' r a d i 0 C 011 t r 0 1, h' (~ g () t 0

bI'C'.Jt lengths to assure the safety of the operaturs alld
b y s t c' 11 d C i- S a II .~ l h '" pro tee \. i () 11 (; f t' rtJ P 02 r t.Y • ~'; a n J' 0 f 0 \l t' S a [ e t :;
i':; ~- (:; ,~, .l U ~ i 0 n s .i 11 Y U] "\' L L ~·l L-: C :...l ref u 1 c \,.; () r d j 1'1 :_~ t jon d n d u S t2 0 f t. 11 e
l>H! j:) C ,) 11 t. r 0 1 f l' \ q', 1 :. II C 1 C' J • 1 f thE: i l J '" t "';- .:: ~ L: ::, a b I;, f I ',: 'cl ,.i t', ~" 1 L:_'

.I- ,~, ~: ii. 1 1: i :..> b ...: \.~ :..1 :'. l.,J:' d .1!" 'j 1.,• .J L> } L. h L' r ("' ,"' ~ II \...' r c· III ~ 1 n J 11 0 ~' .. '~: ; .1 11 C ill: 1 ...~ ~;
'"1 1, " 1 r r, . "t ,. •• _._ 1

,.'.;";'J li~~'-.)lli;,. ~\;;10 _""-.u ... 4~'. ;,:....• J--\.:... J 4,J_'... ....i.L ..... .;

dCI.creased.
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rl,~'asc tai.d'e'rs't,,;';IO ·thii:Cman)"',lfiodel" ;.li'rpldiieH have 'wingspans, up
to 10 feet and weigh 3S much 3:.i 30 ur'IO pounds. The 1110dels
thernse1v(~s are e,;.;pe.JI;.;i\t~ t'o uuild; l;l~t more to the pc,int, they
are capabl.e of causi.ng prupcrty damage, serious injury, or even
death ifr~dio interference causes tile ope~ator to lose control
,6f thecra'£t. We oftenf'lj our ijlodelsat orgal1i~edevents an,d
con t est s wher e 'hun d red's ' 0 f .op e l' a tor spa r t'i c i pat e .\.,r e : nee d , the '
use of our full ~omplemenk of radio frequencies ill order to
assure a safe flying environment.

I do not think it IS wise of the rcc to seek to Improve the
ope rat i n g c 0 11 d i t i OilS 0 f 1 a Jl d III 0 b i 1 \c. r a d i 0 use r sat the e x pen s e
of radio control modelers. The fCC may not think \,'" are as
important as business users of radius, but we have a considerable
investment in our models and in our radio equipment. The hobby
provide~3 many hours of enjO);Ilcllt ~:,_, ~ housands of l)(~(Jflle like
myself and contributes Lo Lhe advarlcement and development of the
commercial aviation industry.

(

Please help me continue the S~

allohiing the PCC"to carr) 'JUt.
band. "

Sincerely,
'--) ~ ,

',1 )/" A ~/e. I} /;-/( .o~<t-~- - ~..,///,?l..- V"'- '-f/ . --~/ :?-<::t'

:':at-cel H. Rivard
29A Broad StrE.'2:'
Pascoag, R.I.02859-~Gl~

e enjoyment of my pastime by not
t_ prupusal for the 72-76 MHz



The Honorable CIaibome D. pea
301 Pastore Federal Buildin"g
providen~i Rt)ode Island :'

, .
.., . "

Dear Senator Pell: "

. -:
. ..' .~. -.

;. ...

4 February1~

f am one of a group of 50.men who are mem~rs of the Aquldneck Radio Control.Club,lnc.,
Middletown, Rhode island. We build an~ fly serious radio <;:ontroUed ai~anes. Our club is sancttoned
by the Academy of.~o.del Aeronauties,lne(AMA) which In tum Is an associate member of the National ,
Aeronautics(NM).,NAAls the official U.S. repr$sentatlve of the of the Federation Aeronaut!que'

, Internationale(FAI)',the world governing body for sport aViation. '

I am extremely concerned and vexed by the proposed rules that are currently
under' consideration by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC). The

proceeding is PR Docket 92-235.

Adoption of the new rules will greatly reduce the usability of frequencies currently ,assigned for
model use and increase the risk of accidents and attendant liability for controlling model airplanes.
Our radio control frequencies are in the 72 - 76 MHz band. This band is primarily used for private land
mobile dispatch operations. However, our radio control frequencies In this band are far enough apart
from the land mobile frequencies that we have been able to share the band without either use
Interfering with'the other. The current narrow band frequencies were assigned about two years ago
and required the hundreds of thousands of radio control flyers, Including myself to purchase new
and expensive transmitters and receivers.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting them Into narrower
bandwidths and rearranging the band plan. As a result, many land mobile frequencies will move
closer to the radio control frequencies and cause interference to radio control operations. I am told
that of the 50 frequencies that are presently available for radio control airplanes, only 19 frequencies
will be left If these new rules are adopted. When we fly our airplanes under radio control, we go to
great lengths to assure the safety of the operators and bystanders and the protection of property.
Many of our safety precautions Involve the careful coordination and use of the radio control
frequencies. If the number of usable frequencies is diminished as proposed by the FCC, the
remaining frequencies will become congested and the margin of safety will be greatly decreased.
The models themselves are expensive to build; but more to the point, they are capable of causing
property damage, serious injury, or even death if radio interference cau~es the operator to lose
control of the craft. We often fly our models at organized events and contests where hundreds of
operators participate. We need the use of our full complement of radio frequencies in order to assure
a safe flying environment. I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the operating
conditions of land mobile radio users at the expense of radio control flyers. The FCC may not think
we are as important as business users of radios, but we have a considerable investment in our
models and in our radio equipment. The activity provides many hours of enj9yment to thousands of
people like myself and contributes to the advancement and development of the commercial aviation
industry. Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of this intensely interesting and valuable
activity by not allowing the FCC to carry out its proposals for the 72-76 MHz band. It is my opinion, and
that of my peer group, that such action would deal a crippling blow, perhaps the death knell to this
fascinating avocation that has been part of the American scene for more than seventy years.

Sincerely. ~1~

lJ
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IThe HonorableGlaibome D. Pell
. .301 Pastore Federal Building
. ~rovidence, Rhode 1&land
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I am one of a g~oup of 50 men who are members of the Aquidneck. Radio' Control Club,.Inc., ,
.. Middletown, Rhode Island. We build and fly serious radio controlled airplanes. Our club Is sanctioned
by the Academy of Model Aeronautics,Inc(AMA) which in turn is an associate'member of the National
Aeronautics(NAA). ·NAA is ttle official U.S. representative of thEI of. the Federation Aeronautique
Internationale(FAI),the worid governing body for sport aviation. .

I am extremely concerned and vexed by the proposed' rules that are currently
under consideration by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC). The

proceeding is PR Docket 92-235.

Adoption of the new rules will greatly reduce the usability of frequencies currently assigned for
model use and increase the risk of accidents and attendant liability for controlling model airplanes.
Our radio control frequencies are in the 72 - 76 MHz band. This band is primarily used for private land
mobile dispatch operations. However, our radio control frequencies in this band are far enough apart
from the land mobile frequencies that we have been able to share the band without either use
interfering with the other. The current narrow band frequencies were assigned about two years ago
and required the hundreds of thousands of radio control flyers, including myself to purchase new
and expensive transmitters and receivers.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting them into narrower
bandwidths and rearranging the band plan. As a result, many land mobile frequencies will move
closer to the radio control frequencies and cause interference to radio control operations. I am told .
that of the 50 frequencies that are presently available for radio control airplanes, only 19 frequencies
will be left if these new rules are adopted. When we fly our airplanes under radio control, we go to
great lengths to assure the safety of. the operators and bystanders and the protection of property.
Many of our safety precautions involve the careful coordination and use of the radio control
frequencies. If the number of usable frequencies is diminished as proposed by the FCC, the
remaining frequencies will become congested and the margin of safety will be greatly decreased.
The models themselves are expensive to build; but more to the point, they are capable of causing
property damage, serious injury, or even death if radio interference causes the operator to lose
control of the craft. We often fly our models at organized events and contests where hundreds of
operators participate. We need the use of our full complement of radio frequencies in order to assure
a safe flying environment. I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the operating
conditions of land mobile radio users at the expense of radio control flyers. The FCC may not think
we are as important as business users of radios, but we have a considerable investment in our
models and in our radio equipment. The activity provides many hours of enjoyment to thousands of
people like myself and contributes to the advancement and development of the commercial aviation
industry. Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of this intensely interesting and valuable
activity by not allowing the FCC to carry out its proposals for the 72-76 MHz band. It is my opinion, and
that of my peer group, that such action would deal a crippling blow, perhaps the death knell to this
fascinating avocation that has been part of the American scene for more than seventy years. .

Sincerely, Q ).J

~~
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AER.OMODELERS
'-__-" INCORPORATED~~

_.......-.-----_ ..-

February 3,· 1"993
The Honorable Claiborne
418 Federal Building
Providence, RI 02903

D. Pell

Dear Senator Pell,

I am the president of the state's largest and oldest radio control
model airplane club. The club has approximately one hundred and
fifty members ranging in age from ten years old to seventy five
years young. The membership represents a diversified group of
individuals that share the common enjoyment of constructing and
operating radio control model airplanes (RIC models).

The club has been very active in community efforts and has
presented model aeronautics to schools in·the area, worked with
local Boy Scout Troops"" on rubber powered models and most
significantly has donated over five thousand dollars to the Easter
Seals of Rhode Island (Meeting Street Center) through club fund
raising efforts.

The club is very concerned about the proposed rule that is
currently under consideration by the Federal communications
commission (FCC). The proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted
the new rule will greatly reduce the usability of frequencies
currently assigned for RIC model use and increase the risk of
accidents and attendant liability for controlling model airplanes.

Our radio frequencies are in the 72 - 76 MHz band. This band is
primarily used for private land mobile dispatch operations.
However, our radio control frequencies in this band are far enough
apart from the land mobile frequencies that we have been able to
share the band without either use interfering with the other.

Now the FCC wants to create more mobile frequencies by splitting
them into narrower bandwidths and rearranging the band plan. As a
result, many land mobile frequencies will move closer to the radio
c0ntrol frequencies and cause interference to radio control
operations. We are told that of the fifty frequencies that are
presently available for radio control, only nineteen frequencies
will be left if these new rules are adopted.

CHARTER MEMBER OF THE A.M.A.
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When we fly our model airplanes under radio control, we go. to great
lengths to assure the' safety 'of the opeJ;:ators.and bystanders and
the pr~ectiQri of property. Many·of· 'our safety' precautic)ns .invol,ve
th~ car~ful c::oo~dination.an~use. of.the·ra~i(j control.frequenp~es.

. ' .If::the.. n~er" o'f":Ul?able (requencies:. is !iiminished. as' pli~pOsed' :by .
;. ' the' :FCC, 'the remaip."i:ng· ~requaricies' wiil. become. congested ·:and· the

margin of saiety will'be greatiy decreased. '

Please understand that many model airplanes have wing spans up to
ten.feet and weigh as much as thirty or forty pounds. The models
thelllselves. 'are exp.en.sive to build, but more. to" the point, they 'are

. capable of'causing 'property damage, . serious ~njury,.6r· even' death
·'if radio 'interference causes the operator to lose control of the
model airplane. We often fly our models at organized events and
contests where hundreds of operators participate. We need the use
of our full compliment of radio frequencies in order to assure a
safe flying environment.

We do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the
operating conditions of land mobile radio users at the .expense of
radio control modelers. The FCC may not think we are as important
as business users of radios, but we have a considerable investment
in our models and in our radio equipment. The hobby provides many
hours of enjoyment to hundreds of thousands of people in clubs the
nation over and contributes to the advancement and development of
the commercial aviation industry.

Please help us continue the safe enjoyment of our pastime by not
allowing the FCC to carry its proposals for the 72 - 76 MHz band.
If you have any questions or wish to discuss this with me, I can be
reached at the phone numbers or address listed below.

Thank you for your time and assistance in this important matter.

8/E11J ~Vl~
Michael J. Viscosi, President
The Rhode Island Aeromodelers
P.O. Box 3535
Cranston, RI 02910
Work Phone (401)842-3776
Home Phone (401)253-2297

; ....
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The Honorable ClaibofneD. peU
301 Pastore.Fed~ral B.uildinQ
Pmv~del:lce, :~~odeJsland

D~arSeriator Peli: .

....

I am one of a group of 50 mEtn who are members of the Aquidneck Radio 'Control Club,lnc.,,­
Middletown, Rhode Island. We build and fly serious radiq controlledairplanes. Our club is sanctioned
by the Academy of Model Aeronautics,lnc{AMA) which!n turn is an 'associate member of the Nat!olial
Aeronautics(NAA). NAAis the.official· U.S. representative of the of the Federation Aeroniu.Jtique
Internationale(FAI)",the world governing body for sport aviation. .

I am extremely concerned and vexed by the proposed" rules that are currently
under consideration by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC). The

proceeding is PR Docket 92-235.

Adoption of the new rules will greatly reduce the usability of frequencies currently assigned for
model use and increase the risk of accidents and attendant liability for controlling model airplanes.
Our radio control frequencies are in the 72 - 76 MHz band. This band is primarily used for private land
mobile dispatch operations. However, our radio control frequencies in this band are far enough apart
from the land mobile frequencies that we have been able to share the band without either use
interfering with the other. The current narrow band frequencies were assigned about two years ago
and required the hundreds of thousands of radio control flyers, including myself to purchase new
and expensive transmitters arid receivers.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting them into narrower
bandwidths and rearranging the band plan. As a result, many land mobile frequencies will move
closer to the radio control frequencies and cause interference to radio control operations. I am told
that of the 50 frequencies that are presently available for radio control airplanes, only 19 frequencies
will be left if these new rules are adopted. When we fly our airplanes under radio control, we go to
great lengths to assure the safety of the operators and bystanders and the protection of property.
Many of our safety precautions involve the careful coordination and use of the radio control
frequencies. If the number of usable frequencies is diminished as proposed by the FCC, the
remaining frequencies will become congested and the margin of safety will be greatly decreased.
The models themselves are expensive to build; but more to the point, they are capable of causing
property damage, serious injury, or even death if radio interference causes the operator to lose
control of the craft. We often fly our models at organize(i ,?\l'?l'"!t~ ?nd contests where hundreds of
operators participate. We need the use of our full complement of radio frequencies in order to assure
a safe trying environment. I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the operating
conditions of land mobile radio users at the expense of radio control flyers. The FCC may not think
we are as important as business users of radios, but we have a considerable investment in our
models and in our radio equipment. The activity provides many hours of enjoyment to thousands of
people like myself and contributes to the advancement and development of the commercial aviation
industry. Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of this intensely interesting and valuable
activity by not allowing the FCC to carry out its proposals for the 72-76 MHz band. It is my opinion, and
that of my peer group, that such action would deal a crippling blow, perhaps the death knell to this
fascinating avocation that has been part of the American scene for more than seventy years.

Sincerely,
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The Honorable Claiborne ~.1""'~· :"'....__..~~~ ,...~: .I • ;

301 Pastore Federal BUlld~ I " .•,'" '." •

Providence' RhQde island·. .-.~~: -r~_.· " .... .,:; .••••• </,.........
. . .,

. ..

", . ., Dear Senator' Pell:

I am one of a group of 50 men who are 'members of the Aquidneck Radio Control Club,lnc.,
Middletown, Rhode Island. We build and fly ~edous radio controlled airplanes. Our club is sanctioned
by the Academy of Model Aer()nautics,lnc(AMA) which in turn is an associate member of the Natipnal
·Aerohautics(NAA). NAA'js ·the official U.S. representative of the of the Federation Aeronautique
Internatioriale(FAI),the world governing body for sport aviation.' .

..

I am extremely concerned and vexed by the proposed' rules that are currently
under consideration by the Federal Communicati0"s Commission (FCC). ! he

proceeding is PR Docket 92-235.

Adoption of the new rules will greatly reduce the usability of frequencies currently assigned for
model use and increase the risk of accidents and attendant liability for controlling model airplanes.
Our radio control frequencies are in the 72 - 76 MHz band. This band is primarily used for private land
mobile dispatch operations. However, our radio control frequencies in this band are far enough apart
from the land mobile frequencies that we have been able to share the band without either use
interfering with the other. The current narrow band frequencies were assigned about two years ago
and required the hundreds of thousands of radio control flyers, including myself to purchase new
and expensive transmitters and receivers.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting them into narrower
bandwidths and rearranging the band plan. As a. result, many land mobile frequencies will move
closer to the radio control frequencies and cause interference to radio control operations. I am told
that of the 50 frequencies that are presently available for radio control airplanes, only 19 frequencies
will be left if these new rules are adopted. When we fly our airplanes under radio control, we go to
great lengths to assure the safety of the operators and bystanders and the protection of property.
Many of our safety precautions involve the careful coordination and use of the radio control
frequencies. If the number of usable frequencies is diminished as proposed by the FCC, the
remaining frequencies will become congested and the margin of safety will be greatly decreased.
The models themselves are expensive to build; but more to the point, they are capable of causing
property damage, serious injury, or even death if radio interference causes the operator to lose
control of the craft. We often fly our models at organized events and contests where hundreds of
operators participate. We need the use of our full complement of radio frequencies in order to assure
a safe flying environment. I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the operating
conditions of land mobile radio users at the expense of radio control flyers. The FCC may not think
we are as important as business users of radios, but we have a considerable investment in our
models and in our radio equipment. The activity provides many hours of enjoyment to thousands of
people like myself and contributes to the advancement and development of the commercial aviation
industry. Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of this intensely interesting and valuable
activity by not allowing the FCC to carry out its proposals for the 72-76 MHz band. It is my opinion, and
that of my peer group, that such action would deal a crippling blow, perhaps the death knell to this
fascinating avocation that has been part of the American scene for more than seventy years.

SincerelY,#44~
If~a~

'~$~I f<,cf. &?,?,p
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The Honorable Claiborne Pell
United States' Senate
Washington; D.C. 20510,

Dear Senator Pell:
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I am very active in two Rhode Island model airplane clubs whose members enjoy
constructing and operating radio controlled model airplanes. I am very concerned about
proposed rules that are currently under consideration by the Federal Communications
Commission. The proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted, the new rules will
greatly reduce the useability of frequencies currently reserved for model airplane use and
increase the risk ofaccidents and attendant liability for controlling model airplanes.

Our radio frequencies are in the 72-76 Mhz band. This band is used primarily for private
land mobile dispatch operations: However, our radio control frequencies in this band are
far enough apart from the land mobile frequencies that we have been able to share the
band without either use interfering with the other. In fact, our model use radios were
subjected to an expensive upgrade to 1991 "narrow-band" specifications as a result of
recent FCC changes.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting 72-76 Mhz band
into narrower widths and rearranging the band plan. As a result, some land mobile
frequencies will move too close to the radio control frequencies and cause interference. I
understand that of 50 frequencies that are presently available for radio control of model
aircraft, only 19 frequencies will remain usable if these new rules are adopted.

The most important danger to consider in the FCC's plan is the fact that these commercial
radios may be "mobile", A vehicle equipped with a "mobile" radio on a channel adjacent
to an aircraft channel may drive close enough to a model aircraft in flight to cause loss of
control and the resultant crash of the aircraft.

When we fly our model aircraft under radio control, we go to great lengths to insure the
safety of the operators and bystanders and the protection of property. Many of our safety
precautions involve the careful co-ordination and use of radio control frequencies. In
fact, each year we use a radio frequency scanner to locate possible sources of interference
near our Rhode Island flying sites. If the number ofusable frequencies is diminished as
proposed by the FCC, the remaining frequencies will become congested and the margin of
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safety will again be greatly decreased. If the proposed changes allow the commercial
, tranSmitters to be,"mobjle" based, a t'time-bombti will have been created. .

, PI~a~ .~nd~rstand' t4at ~any .' t1lod~i. ai~I~p.es hav~'wi~8~p~n~ e~ceeqing .l~; .f~et .and ". '.
wetgh.30,-40.poi1l1ds~· Model.mr'crdl ar~'expensive to btilId, requiring many'hoursto
construct. Most 'are capable ofspeeds approaching 100 mph and pylon racers are capable
ofspeeds approaching 200mph and will cause property damage, serious injury'or even
death if radio. interfe~ence causes the operator to lose control of the aircraft. We often fly
our models at" organized events and contests where. hundreds of operators and thpusands
of'speetators participate.Werreeq the use ofour fullcontplementofradio frequenCies to
insure a safe flying environment.

I do not think it wise of the FCC to seek to improve the operating conditions of land
mobile radio users at the expense of radio control modelers and public safety. The FCC
may not think we are as important as business users of radios, but we have a considerable
investment in our models and radio equipment. The hobby provides many hours ofsafe
enjoyment to thousands of people like myself and contributes to the advancement and
development of the commercial aviation industry.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by not allowing the FCC to
carry out its proposals for the 72-76 Mhz band.

Sincerely,

~,J~
Raymond J. Papineau
15 Ebony Court
N. Kingstown, RI 02852
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lengths to assure the. safety of the operators and bystanders and
.the protectiQ~ of property. Many of' our safety precaut~ons involve
the careful ,coordination and use of the radio controY frequencies
assigned tb,U~. If '~henumbe,r Of usable frequEmci,.es is,,dimini~hed
as' p'ropqs~,4 .:by :th~ ',FCC t ·the: i'em~in,~ng fr~,quenciesj{~'l·l,'become ~' : .

,.congfasted ,and :the m~Tgin',of l:?a.fety,' will, be' greatly dear(!aseEl~.:':: ::,., " .

Please understand that many model.airplanes have wing spans up to
10 feet .and ,weigh (,\S 'much, as 30 or 40 pounds. 'The' models
themselves are expensive to build; but more to the point, they are
capable of. causing ,.property damage,. serious injury, or even deat~

.... if radio ,iilterference causes' 'the op~rator 'to lose control' of the'
craft. We often fly our models at organized events (like the
Wakefield Rotary's Balloon Festival at URI) and contests where
hundreds of operators participate. We need the use of our fUll
complement of radio frequencies in order to assure a safe flying
environment.

I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the
operating conditions of land mobile radio users at the expense of
radio control modelers. The FCC may not think we are as important
as business users of radios, but we have a considerable investment
in our models and in our radio equipment. And, there are a lot
more of us than of them. The hobby provides many hours of
enjoYment to thousands of people like myself and contributes to the
advancement and development of the commercial aviation industry.

Please help me continue the safe enjoYment of my pastime by not
allowing the FCC to carry out its proposals for the 72-76 MHz band.

Sincerely,

A///flf-
Robert A. Comerfora, Ph.D.
10 Roy's Road
Peace Dale, RI 02879
401-789-7661
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158 'Wheeler St
Rehoboth, MA 02769

31JAN92
. The. Honorable Claiborne: Pell
United States Senate' ,.
W~$hingto~, ·O:C:, .,:~05io

. '.."

Dear Senator Pell:

My sons and I are active in· ~e construction and oPeration of. radio
controlled model aircraft. The hobby has bought us hours of entertainment
·arid a'· much improved'·' understanding· 'ot ·how"things work~ mechanically,· .
electronically, and aeronautically. The Academy of Model Aeronautics
(AMA), Reston, VA, a non-profit organization which promotes the hobby,
has made me aware of PR Docket 92-235, which would greatly impair the
safe use of many of the presently assigned frequencies. The AMA promotes
safe operation and provides liability insurance for the extremely unlikely
(but still possible) occurance of damage to property or person. We are
responsible citizens. The safe operation of our aircraft is absolutely
dependent on the ()rderly assignment of radio frequencies.

The proposed rule changes would would create additional land mobile
frequencies that are too close to our presently assigned frequencies to allow
safe operation. I appreciate that mobile communication is important for
business, and we have to share an increasingly crowded radio frequency
spectrum, but we just went under new rules in 1991. The bandwidth was
narrowed and thousands of us spent" money to have our equipment
retrofitted to meet the new FCC specifications. Its clear the FCC has
completely discounted our significance. There are thousands of us spending
millions of dollars every year. I just bought a $400 transmitter (Made in
USA), for example. This is an excellent hobby that fosters interest in remote
control, electronics, telemetry, composite materials,battery technology,
aeronautics and other disciplines that enhance our 'national
competitiveness. Please do what you can to have the FCC reconsider this
proposal.

I don't vote for you, but I work at RI Hospital and pay RI taxes. In
1967 I was part of the crew that groomed your lawn in Newport. Rhode
Island is fortunate to be so ably represented. My wife and I both thank you
for your efforts on behalf of higher education.

Sincerely,

T~ Graeber. 1u _ /
1t0'l iZt~

P~er ~·eb.. er
1~r~~

Paul Gra~r

.. ':":
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The Honorable Mr. Claiborne. Pell
Ur)ite~ Stat.es. Seriate .'
vvasnington, DC 2051 0

Pear Senator Pele

Janudry~30. 1993 .

.~ . " .
0." ••

I aD very active in several' model airplant clubs wbose Ilembers enjoy const'ructing and operating radio '..
controlled:llodel a.irplaD~s. I am very concerned about. proposed rules that are currefltly under consideration by

. the federa 1 ~ollmunicat io~s ~ollllissil)D. The pJ;'oceeding is' PR Docket 92--235. It adopted. the new. rules' wi 11
greaqy reduce the useability of frequencies currently assigned for"llodel use and increase the risk Of
accidents and attendant liability for controlling nodel airplanes.

Our radio frequencies are in the 72-·76 MHz band. This band is used prillarily for private land lobi Ie dispatch
operations. However. our radio control frequencies in this band are tar enough apart from the land mobile
frequencies that we have been able to share the band witbout either use interfering with the other.

Now the FCC wants to create. nore land nobile frequencies by splitting thell into narrower band widths and
rearranging the band plan. As a result. many land mobile frequencies will Dove closer to the radio control
frequencies and cause interference to radio control operations. I understand that of 50 frequencies that are
presently available for radio control of model aircraft, only 19 frequencies will remain useable if these new
rules are adopted.

When we fly our model aircraft under radio control, we go to great lengths to assure the safety of the
operators and bystanders and the protection of property. Many of our safety precautions involve the careful
co-ordination and use of radio control frequencies. If the number of useable. frequencies is diminished as
proposed by the FCC. the remaining frequencies will beco.me congested and tb"emargin of safety will be greatly
decreased,

Please understand that Dany model aircraft have vingspans up to 10 feet and veigh 30-40 pounds. The models are
expensive to build.requiring many hours to construct; but more to the point. they are capable of causing
property damage. serious injury or even· death if radio interference causes the operator to lose control of the
aircraft. We often fly our models at organized events and contests where hundreds of operators participate. We
need the use of our full complement of radio frequencies in order to assure a safe flying environment.

I do not think it is Vlse of the FCC to seek to improve the operating conditions of land morrile radio users at
the expense of radio control modelers. The fCC may not think we are as important as business users of radios,
but we have a considerable investment in our models and radio equipment. The hobby provides many hours of
enjoyment to thousands of people like myself and contributes to the advancement and development of the
cOlllllercial aviation industry.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastille by not allowing the FCC to carry out its proposals
for the 72-76 MHz band.

Sincerely yours,
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····AIJRBORNE CAMERA:
314 Warren Avenue - East Providence, RI -·02914 .

.Phones: (401) 434....7830 - Fax 434-5670

January 28, 1993

Dear Senator Pell,

I have a significant investment in radio controlled aircraft and strongly object to the
proposal described in the form letter I have attached. Has the FCC taken a vacation from
'rational' thinking? In stead oftrying to 'improve' our situation in the hobby, they are - by way
of this proposal- trying to carry out a plan ofmass destruction. I refer to the mass destruction
ofuntold thousands ofexpensive radio-controlled aircraft throughout the land. This proposal
wreaks of 'special interest' (on their part) - the special interests of land mobile operators.

I ask you to vote NO on PR Docket 92-235 in the interests offair play, safety, economy,
reason and thousands of hobbyists across the land.

Thank you very much.

•


